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abilities, has twice said as much, and allowed that he ought
to be sent to the Tower for what he said, but knew their
guilt was too great to let them venture to commit Mm.
Hitherto this language has been borne; but as there is not
so great a mule as a martyr, I have no doubt but these two
saints will insist on receiving the crown of glory; and, it is
said, many more will demand the honour of sharing their
cross. This will be a more respectable rubric than Wilkes's.
We shall see whether Saints Simon and Jude or St. Beel-
zebub will have most followers. Nay, but this is very
unpleasant! It urges fast to sanguinary decision. I hear
too that the victors will certainly dismiss the Chancellor,
and that Lord Granby will resign3 in consequence. More
and more madness! What has the ministry and Parliament
to do, but to lie by and let all the provocation take its rise
from the opposite faction? Is it wise to furnish sedition
with reasons?

There is a tolerable episode opened in Ireland, where the
Lord Lieutenant has been forced to prorogue the Parliament
for three months; so nearly do we tread in the steps of
1641 ! I sit by, unconnected with all parties, but viewing
the whole with much concern, and wishing I could put my
trust in any for delivering us out of these calamities; but
I doubt it is too far gone to subside without a convulsion ;
and in what can a convulsion end but in the destruction of
our constitution ? What hopes has liberty, whether Charles
or Oliver prevail? As some revolution may happen any
day, be cautious for your own sake what you reply to me.
I always say less than I could, because I consider how
many post-house ordeals a letter must pass; and I am not
desirous our enemies should know more than it is vain to
attempt to keep from them. Adieu!

3 He was Master-General of the Ordnance.bettergnificance, if not attended by presumption
